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West's Wyoming Statutes Annotated
Title 20. Domestic Relations

Chapter 2. Dissolution of Marriage
Article 2. Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)

W.S.1977 § 20-2-201

§ 20-2-201. Disposition and maintenance of children in decree or order; access to records

Currentness

(a) In granting a divorce, separation or annulment of a marriage or upon the establishment of paternity pursuant to W.S. 14-2-401
through 14-2-907, the court may make by decree or order any disposition of the children that appears most expedient and in
the best interests of the children. In determining the best interests of the child, the court shall consider, but is not limited to,
the following factors:

(i) The quality of the relationship each child has with each parent;

(ii) The ability of each parent to provide adequate care for each child throughout each period of responsibility, including
arranging for each child's care by others as needed;

(iii) The relative competency and fitness of each parent;

(iv) Each parent's willingness to accept all responsibilities of parenting, including a willingness to accept care for each child
at specified times and to relinquish care to the other parent at specified times;

(v) How the parents and each child can best maintain and strengthen a relationship with each other;

(vi) How the parents and each child interact and communicate with each other and how such interaction and communication
may be improved;

(vii) The ability and willingness of each parent to allow the other to provide care without intrusion, respect the other parent's
rights and responsibilities, including the right to privacy;

(viii) Geographic distance between the parents' residences;

(ix) The current physical and mental ability of each parent to care for each child;

(x) Any other factors the court deems necessary and relevant.
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(b) In any proceeding in which the custody of a child is at issue the court shall not prefer one (1) parent as a custodian solely
because of gender.

(c) The court shall consider evidence of spousal abuse or child abuse as being contrary to the best interest of the children. If the
court finds that family violence has occurred, the court shall make arrangements for visitation that best protects the children
and the abused spouse from further harm.

(d) The court shall order custody in well defined terms to promote understanding and compliance by the parties. Custody shall
be crafted to promote the best interests of the children, and may include any combination of joint, shared or sole custody.

(e) Unless otherwise ordered by the court, the noncustodial parent shall have the same right of access as the parent awarded
custody to any records relating to the child of the parties, including school records, activities, teachers and teachers' conferences
as well as medical and dental treatment providers and mental health records.

(f) At any time the court may require parents to attend appropriate parenting classes, including but not limited to, parenting
classes to lessen the effects of divorce on children.

(g) At anytime a court is considering the custody or visitation rights of a service member, as defined by W.S. 20-2-205, the
court shall comply with W.S. 20-2-205.

Credits
Laws 2000, ch. 34, § 1, eff. July 1, 2000; Laws 2003, ch. 93, § 2, eff. July 1, 2003; Laws 2011, ch. 36, § 2, eff. July 1, 2011.

Notes of Decisions (253)

W. S. 1977 § 20-2-201, WY ST § 20-2-201
Current through the 2013 General Session

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000377&cite=WYSTS20-2-205&originatingDoc=N455D89C0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000377&cite=WYSTS20-2-205&originatingDoc=N455D89C0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I0D6A1D0FAA-B842D89640B-AED110065B8)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I53A90D5CE0-55484EBD9F4-2277CA877D6)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I25ADB6C046-7E11E0B67D8-C1345942A79)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/NotesofDecisions?docGuid=N455D89C0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=NotesOfDecision&contextData=(sc.Default)


§ 20-2-202. Visitation, WY ST § 20-2-202

 © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

West's Wyoming Statutes Annotated
Title 20. Domestic Relations

Chapter 2. Dissolution of Marriage
Article 2. Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)

W.S.1977 § 20-2-202

§ 20-2-202. Visitation

Currentness

(a) The court may order visitation it deems in the best interests of each child and the court shall:

(i) Order visitation in enough detail to promote understanding and compliance;

(ii) Provide for the allocation of the costs of transporting each child for purposes of visitation;

(iii) Require either parent who plans to change their home city or state of residence, to give written notice thirty (30) days prior
to the move, both to the other parent and to the clerk of district court stating the date and destination of the move. In the event
a confidentiality order has been entered pursuant to W.S. 35-21-112 or any other court order allowing a party to maintain
confidentiality of addresses or other information identifying the residence of the victim of domestic abuse, the address, city
or state of residence or other information identifying the residence of the victim of domestic abuse shall remain confidential.

Credits
Laws 2000, ch. 34, § 1, eff. July 1, 2000; Laws 2013, ch. 98, § 2, eff. July 1, 2013.

Notes of Decisions (48)

W. S. 1977 § 20-2-202, WY ST § 20-2-202
Current through the 2013 General Session
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West's Wyoming Statutes Annotated
Title 20. Domestic Relations

Chapter 2. Dissolution of Marriage
Article 2. Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)

W.S.1977 § 20-2-203

§ 20-2-203. Jurisdiction for enforcement and modification

Currentness

(a) A court in this state which enters a custody order under W.S. 20-2-201 has continuing subject matter jurisdiction to enforce
or modify the decree concerning the care, custody and visitation of the children as the circumstances of the parents and needs of
the child require, subject to the provisions of the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act. A service member's
temporary duty, deployment or mobilization, as defined in W.S. 20-2-205, shall not alter any court's continuing jurisdiction
under this section. A court which has jurisdiction to enforce or modify an order under this section may decline to exercise
its jurisdiction if it finds it is an inconvenient forum under the circumstances of the case and that the court which entered the
original order is a more appropriate forum and has jurisdiction as set forth in the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and
Enforcement Act.

(b) A court in any county in Wyoming in which the child has lived with his parents, a parent or a person acting as a parent for six
(6) consecutive months immediately prior to commencement of the custody proceeding may assert subject matter jurisdiction
and adjudicate any proceedings involving the child. Periods of temporary absence of any of the named persons shall be included
as part of the six (6) month period.

(c) Any party seeking to enforce or modify a custody order pursuant to this section shall attach a certified copy of the custody
order to the petition to be enforced or modified. A certified copy of an order entered by a Wyoming court providing for the
care, custody or visitation of children may be filed in the office of the clerk of the district court of any county in this state in
which either parent resides if neither parent resides in the county of original jurisdiction. The district court for the county in
which the order is filed has jurisdiction to enforce the order, provided:

(i) Upon request of the district court for the county in which a certified copy of the order has been filed, the court which
originally entered the order shall forward certified copies of the transcript of the court record and pleadings, orders, decrees,
records of hearings, social studies and other pertinent documents relating to the original proceeding; and

(ii) The district court for the county in which a certified copy of the order has been filed shall give due consideration to the
transcript of the record and all other documents submitted to it in accordance with paragraph (i) of this subsection.

(d) In any proceeding to enforce or modify an order concerning the care, custody and visitation of children, any required notice
or pleading shall be served as provided by the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure.

Credits
Laws 2000, ch. 34, § 1, eff. July 1, 2000; Laws 2005, ch. 11, § 2, eff. July 1, 2005; Laws 2011, ch. 36, § 2, eff. July 1, 2011.
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West's Wyoming Statutes Annotated
Title 20. Domestic Relations

Chapter 2. Dissolution of Marriage
Article 2. Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)

W.S.1977 § 20-2-204

§ 20-2-204. Enforcement and modification

Currentness

(a) Either parent may petition to enforce or modify any court order regarding custody and visitation.

(b) A court having jurisdiction under W.S. 20-2-203 may, upon appropriate motion of a party, require a parent to appear before
the court and show just cause why the parent should not be held in contempt, upon a showing that the parent has willfully
violated an order concerning the care, custody and visitation of the children. In order to enforce and require future compliance
with an order the court may find that the parent is in contempt of court, award attorney's fees, costs and any other relief as the
court may deem necessary under the circumstances to the party aggrieved by the violation of an order.

(c) A court having jurisdiction may modify an order concerning the care, custody and visitation of the children if there is a
showing by either parent of a material change in circumstances since the entry of the order in question and that the modification
would be in the best interests of the children pursuant to W.S. 20-2-201(a). In any proceeding in which a parent seeks to
modify an order concerning child custody or visitation, proof of repeated, unreasonable failure by the custodial parent to allow
visitation to the other parent in violation of an order may be considered as evidence of a material change of circumstances. Any
modification under this subsection shall be subject to the limitations and requirements of W.S. 20-2-205.

Credits
Laws 2000, ch. 34, § 1, eff. July 1, 2000; Laws 2011, ch. 36, § 2, eff. July 1, 2011.

Notes of Decisions (192)

W. S. 1977 § 20-2-204, WY ST § 20-2-204
Current through the 2013 General Session

End of Document © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.

http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/WyomingStatutesCourtRules?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/WyomingStatutesCourtRules?guid=NB4C669F0119E11DDB8F5DD96DFD6F109&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/WyomingStatutesCourtRules?guid=NB6007090119E11DDB8F5DD96DFD6F109&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/WyomingStatutesCourtRules?guid=NB731EBB0119E11DDB8F5DD96DFD6F109&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(WYSTT20C2ART2R)&originatingDoc=N4B75E6E0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=CM&sourceCite=W.S.1977+%c2%a7+20-2-204&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000377&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000377&cite=WYSTS20-2-203&originatingDoc=N4B75E6E0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000377&cite=WYSTS20-2-201&originatingDoc=N4B75E6E0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=SP&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_8b3b0000958a4
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000377&cite=WYSTS20-2-205&originatingDoc=N4B75E6E0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I0D6A1D0FAA-B842D89640B-AED110065B8)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I25ADB6C046-7E11E0B67D8-C1345942A79)&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/NotesofDecisions?docGuid=N4B75E6E0131211DDACA2D74AB301C686&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=NotesOfDecision&contextData=(sc.Default)


§ 20-2-205. Temporary military duty; definitions; modification of..., WY ST § 20-2-205

 © 2013 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1

West's Wyoming Statutes Annotated
Title 20. Domestic Relations

Chapter 2. Dissolution of Marriage
Article 2. Custody and Visitation (Refs & Annos)

W.S.1977 § 20-2-205

§ 20-2-205. Temporary military duty; definitions; modification
of orders; visitation assignment; electronic evidence

Currentness

(a) When a service member who has custody or visitation of a child receives temporary duty, deployment or mobilization orders
from the military which require the service member to move a substantial distance from the service member's residence or
otherwise have a temporary but material effect on the service member's ability to exercise custody or visitation responsibilities:

(i) Any order establishing the terms of custody or visitation in place at the time the service member receives the temporary
duty, deployment or mobilization orders may only be temporarily modified so as to provide for the child's best interests;

(ii) Any order modifying an existing custody or visitation order that is determined necessary due to the temporary duty,
deployment or mobilization of a service member shall specify that the service member's military service is the basis for the
order and shall further state that it is entered by the court solely as a temporary order;

(iii) In issuing any temporary custody or visitation order under this section, the court shall consider whether the temporary
order should automatically terminate;

(iv) For purposes of determining custody and visitation after the return of a service member and upon motion under W.S.
20-2-204, the temporary duty, mobilization or deployment of the service member, and the resulting temporary disruption to
a child's schedule, shall be neutral factors in determining a material change in circumstances and shall not, alone, constitute
a material change in circumstances warranting a permanent modification of custody or visitation rights.

(b) If a service member with visitation rights receives temporary duty, deployment or mobilization orders that require the service
member to move a substantial distance from the service member's residence or otherwise have a material effect on the service
member's ability to exercise visitation rights, the court may, upon motion of the service member, order that the service member's
visitation rights, or a portion thereof, may be exercised by a family member with a close and substantial relationship to the
minor child for the duration of the service member's absence, if the alternate visitation is in the child's best interest.

(c) Upon motion of a service member who has received temporary duty, deployment or mobilization orders, the court shall,
for good cause shown, expedite any pending hearing in custody and visitation matters when the military duties of the service
member have a material effect on the service member's ability, or anticipated ability, to appear in person at a regularly scheduled
hearing.
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(d) Upon motion of a service member who has received temporary duty, deployment or mobilization orders together with
reasonable advanced notice and proof that the service member's military duties have a material effect on his ability to appear in
person, the court may allow the service member to present testimony and evidence by electronic means in pending custody and
visitation matters. The phrase “electronic means” includes communication by telephone, video teleconference or the Internet.

(e) Nothing in this section shall alter the duty of the court to consider the best interest of the child in deciding custody or
visitation matters.

(f) As used in this section:

(i) “Deployment” means federal service of the United States under title 10, United States Code, in compliance with military
orders received by a service member to report for combat operations, contingency operations, peacekeeping operations,
a temporary duty assignment or other federal service for which the service member is required to report and to be
unaccompanied by family members. “Deployment” also shall encompass any federal service that includes a period during
which a service member is listed by the United States department of defense as missing in action, a prisoner of war or remains
subject to his deployment orders on account of security sequestration, sickness, wounds, leave or other lawful cause. The
term shall not apply to any service member who is absent without leave or considered a deserter from the armed forces;

(ii) “Mobilization” means the recall to active duty of a retired service member or the call-up of a national guard or reserve
component service member to extended active duty status pursuant to title 10 United States Code, sections 12301, 12302,
12303 and 12304. “Mobilization” does not include national guard or reserve annual or weekend training;

(iii) “Return” means official release or termination of temporary duty, deployment or mobilization orders or the resumption
of a service member's physical presence within the state of Wyoming or state of permanent residence if other than Wyoming.
“Return” does not include presence during temporary leave periods;

(iv) “Service member” means a uniformed member of the United States army, navy, air force, marine corps, coast guard,
United States public health service commissioned corps, national oceanic and atmospheric administration commissioned
corp, national guard or any reserve or auxiliary component thereof;

(v) “Temporary duty” means the temporary transfer of a service member from one (1) military installation to a different
location for a period of more than forty-five (45) days but less than one hundred eighty (180) days in order to accomplish
training, assist in the performance of any military mission or for medical treatment.
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